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lough day for the courts and it looked like they were try-
ing to garner some sympathy for their plight. Judge
Kramer also mentioned that big class action suit he set-
tled against the tobacco companies required a simple
claim form to be submitted for
restitution. Seems every “guest”
of our state’s prison system de-
cided to send their forms directly
to Judge Kramer.

Excuses needed for this
week: Reg Young excused
Mike Hanlon, still in Santa Rosa
involved in that big arbitration/
mediation, and Jim Simpson.
Jim, what would you do without
Reg? Hedy Kaveh excused Ed
Hemmat and Moti Bagherian.
Moti’s having some back prob-
lems. | didn’'t think jewelry was
that heavy. In any case, Moti
get well and come back to break-

Janet Von Doepp was shaking a bit this morning.
She says not to worry, it's from the stress of having to
wrap 1,500 gifts. For relief, Janet’s going to take a
week off and spend Thanksgiving in Vermont.

Why was Wayne Veatch walking around with that
cane? Knee surgery. Wayne’s doing better and he
should be able to can the cane soon.

Hugh Tuck is basking in the cold weather. Hugh

Last week’s SF Fire Department and Paramedic honorees were |
Capt. Robert Styles, Paramedics Nick Brady and Tim Finch, who
fast. posed with GGBC Past President Alex King

mentions he also had to change his minute’s format a
bit lately. Following the time honored tradition of GGBC
Secretaries, usually Hugh just makes critical and insult-
ing comments in reporting on the previous week's
speaker’s presentation. But with last week’'s Veteran’s
Day program and this
week is Hero’s Day, Hugh
is going to play it straight.
Seems I'm having the
same hearing problems as
my mentor, Captain Dick.
Stan Ellexson said he got
a first class hotel room for
eighty bucks, but I couldn’t
hear where. And, Bob
Prosek may need an ex-
cuse for next week or
maybe he was just com-
menting on something in-
teresting, or not, but | have
no clue as to what he said.
heard and understood
Johnson You’'s fisher-
man’s joke more clearly.
If Bob’s not here next week, he’s excused. Just in
case.

Sidney Mobell reports that in celebration of his
birthday, Harry Kim took him up to the top of the
Golden Gate Bridge. Harry, my birthday is February
20‘“, I’'m not looking for another zip tie, and I'm not afraid
of heights.
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Betty Taisch returned from San Diego, where she
attended the National Association of Realtors conven-
tion. Quite an event. Condoleezza Rice was the key-
note speaker and Betty even had time to tour the USS
Midway.

Speaking of realtors, Owen O’Donnell just got his
broker’'s license. Maybe he’s looking sell that property
in Lake County.

This week’'s Bruce Christensen one liner: “our
customer’s don’t wear uniforms, they are under cover”.

Marty Mijalski's joke for this week: Knock, Knock,
who’s there, Norma Lee. Norma Lee who? Norma
Lee I'm in bed at this hour. Wow. Think about it. Marty
was the funniest guy in the FBI.

Alan Garber couldn’t find a clean joke, but in honor
of our past president, Steve Kenney, Alan reminds us
all that Ohio State is going to the Rose Bowl.

Another past president, Steve Shain, mentioned
his daughter is taking a kick boxing class. Must be a
good workout, because when she’s finished Steve says

even her eye lashes hurt.

Reg Young did the birthdays this week; on Mon-
day, Steve Lachman and Russ Gumina. On Thurs-
day, Chuck Mills. Only Chuck was present to be sere-
naded. Also having a birthday on Thursday. My wife
Nora! Same day as Chuck, but not the same year.
Hey, do you think | would be married to a woman as old
as Chuck!

Our presentations to today’'s heroes went quite
well. Alex King got up the podium and commented that
the firemen always arrive first, as usual. Rich Corriea
responded that he was not going to stoop to tossing
those interservice barbs, but he did comment that Sta-
tion 31 out on 12" Avenue has the best chocolate chip
cookies. | think the implication is that firefighters have
plenty of time on their hands to perfect their recipes.
Steve Tacchini then pointed out that God made police
officers so firefighters could have heroes too.

New kids next week. Hope to see you all there.

Pete

Last week’s Veterans’ Day speakers included Maj Gen Mike Myatt, USMC (ret), Col. Sam
Owens, USAF, Sgt. Matt Shea USA, Chair of the Day Capt. Stan Ellexson, USN, Capt. Bryan
E. Remer, USN, GGBC President Bill Buchanan, USMC (standing in for Adm. Russ Gorman,

USN) and Maj. Ed Bitanga, USMC
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Reflections

?'.

GGBC President
Bill Buchanan

Balancing the Books

One of the agenda items at the Board of Directors’ but more importantly, a way to support the club finan-
meeting on Tuesday 3 November, was the issue of club cially. At the current rate, 69 cards must be sold to
finances. Our Treasurer Ray Siotto informed us that al- break even. Ray then made a motion that in 2010 the 13
though the overall financial picture is sound, our club breakfast card be raised to $221, the 7 breakfast card

experiences a “burn
rate” (deficit over revenues) of
about $279 per week in the
breakfast category. This deficit
is due primarily to the shortfall
of attendance (average 50)
compared to the minimum of
60 breakfasts the Marines Me-
morial Club and Hotel charges
us. The 13 breakfast card aver- | =
ages at $14.76 per breakfast, |
and Marines’ Memorial Club
(MMC) charges $16.95 per
breakfast. Ray told us that get-
ting members to buy the card
has been successful, but this
must be considered against an
attendance of only 40 people at
a recent meeting.

Several solutions were
discussed: raising dues, in-

be increased from $119 to
$140, and the yearly breakfast
card to $825 with unlimited
guests. The cost of the ticket
purchased at the door should
remain  $25. The board
adopted the measure.

The financial solvency and sta-
bility of the Golden Gate Break-
fast Club is a core concern of
the Board of Directors and
should be important to all mem-
bers. It is the responsibility of
all of us to insure the club re-
mains viable as well as vibrant.
Now, thanks to Ray Siotto, we
have a detailed analysis of the
finances relating to breakfast
cards. It is up to us to deter-
mine the best way to bridge the
gap. | urge everyone to assist

creasing membership, and/or reducing charitable contri-  with their comments and observations. Help us improve
butions. The board wants the membership to consider  attendance by calling every month those whom we
purchasing breakfast cards not only as a convenience, haven’t seen at breakfast for a while.
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Paramedic Nick Brady with his family
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Back row: Capt. Rich Corriea, Asst. Chief Kevin Cashman, and Capt. Steve Tac-
chini were on hand to honor (front row) Eric Quema (standing in for Sgt. Dominic
Yin), Officer Katherine E. Holder, and Officer Matthew D. Goodin

Harry Kim with Capt. Steve Tacchini and Heroes’ Day honorees
Officers Katherine Holder and Matthew Goodin

Capt. Robert Styles with his family
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